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NOTE 


Tue Scheme of Union has for the sake of convenience 
been drafted generally in the terms in which it will 
stand if it is accepted by the governing bodies of the 
negotiating Churches. Hence, for instance, those 
Churches are generally referred to as the uniting 
Churches, and they are represented as making declara- 
tions of their intentions, ete. The context and wording 
will show clearly when the Joint Committee speaks in 
its own name. 

It should also, perhaps, be pointed out that the 
nomenclature of the assemblies and officers in the draft 
on the constitution of the united Church is entirely 
provisional, and the particular names selected by the 
Joint Committee are not to be taken as implying either 
support or rebuttal of any doctrine concerning the 
Church, 


ith 


FOREWORD 


Some statement explanatory of the Scheme herein 
contained is necessary in order that the principles 
underlying it may be grasped, and its origin and 
purpose clearly understood. 

he story of its origin must first briefly be told. 
At Tranquebar, where landed in July, 1706, the first 
Protestant missionaries to India, there met in May, 
1919, a group of men, chiefly ministers of the Anglican 
and the South India Uniled Churches, All were 
Indian except two, one an American and one an 
Englishman. These thirty-three men, after prayer 
and discussion, drew up and issued the following 
statement : 


“We, as individual members of the Anglican Com- 
munion and the South India United Church, 
having met at Tranquebar in the first ministers’ 
conference on Church Union, after prayer, 
thought, and discussion, have agreed on the 
following statement concerning the union of the 
Anglican Church with the South India United 
Church. 

“We believe that union is the will of God, even 
as our Lord prayed that we might all be one 
that the world might believe. We believe that 
union is the teaching of Scripture, that there is 
one body and one Spirit, even as ye are called in 
one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is 
over all and through all and in all. 

“We believe that the challenge of the present hour 
in the period of reconstruction after the war, in 
the gathering together of the nations and the 
present critical situation in India itself, calls us 
to mourn our past divisions and to turn to our 
Lord Jesus Christ to seek in Him the unity of the 
body expressed in one visible Church. We face 
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together the titanic tsk of the winning of India 
for Christ—one-fifth of the human race. Yet, 
confronted by such an overwhelming responsi- 
bility, we find ourselves rendered weak and 
relatively impotent by our unhappy divisions— 
divisions for which we were not responsible and 
which have been, as it were, imposed upon us 
from without; divisions which we did not create, 
and which we do not desire to perpetuate.” 


The statement further declares that in the united 
and visible Church there must be conserved three 
scriptural eleomemts—the Congregational, the Presby- 
terian, and the Episcopal. It proceeds: 

“Upon this common ground of the historic episcopate 
and of the spiritual equalily of all members of the two 
Churches, we propose union on the followmg terms: 


1, The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testa 
ments, as containing all things necessary for 
salvation. 

2, The Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed. 

3. The two Sacraments ordained by Christ Uimself 
—Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

4. The historic episcopate, locally adapted.” 


This statement was forwarded to the General 
Assembly of the South India United Chureh, whieh 
in September, 1919, expressed “ils fullest sympathy 
with the idea of union with the Anglican wail Mar 
Thoma Syrian Churches,” and appointed a Committee 
“to confer with the representatives of the Anglican 
and Mar Thoma Syrian Churches and of such other 
bodies as they may deem wise, with a view to the 
possibility of union.” 

Similarly the Episcopal Synod of the Anglican 

Church in India passed a resolution in February, 1920, 
welcoming and reciprocating the desire for union, and 
appointing a Commitice to confer with representatives 
of the South India United Church, 
_ The Mar Thoma Syrian Church, although many of 
its leaders cordially approved of the idea of the union 
of the Churches, did not feel able in the special circum. 
stances of Travancore to take part at thal time in these 
deliberations, 


‘ 
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Between 1920 and the present year, the Joint Com- 
mittee has held eight meetings, the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church in South India joining in the negotiations from 
the fifth meeting onwards; and the scheme now pre- 
sented was unanimously accepted by the Committee 
at its last meeting in March, 1929. 

It should be made clear that while the governing 
bodies in India of the three Churches have given their 
general approval to the basal principles on which 
union is being soughl, and (at least by receiving the 
ad interim reports of the Joint Committee and asking 
them to continue their discussions and to prepare a 
complete scheme) to the leading features of the whole 
scheme, they have not yet officially accepted any part 
of it, and the schemeas a completed whole is only now 
presented to them. 

While the scheme should be, and it is hoped will be 
found to be, self-explanatory, il may be helpful to make 
special reference to certain points in it, and to some 
principles and conceptions that underlie its provisions 
even when they do not receive explicit expression. 

The scheme is frankly an outline. It endeavours 
to state with sufficient hiiness the central points on 
which agreement between the Churches concerned 
is necessary for union, but it leaves many details to 
be worked out after such agreement on the central 
points has been reached. Yet it is hoped that suffi- 
cient detail has been given to show what sort of 
a Church the united Church in South India would 
be, and what would be the gencral nature of its 
organization and institutional life. And in this con- 
nection it must clearly be understood that the scheme 
has been drawn up definitely for South India, and 
in view ofthe particular circumstances of the Churches 
in South India; and this fact explains both the par- 
ticular arrangements proposed in various matters and, 
perhaps, the omission of things which readers of the 
scheme outside India might have expected to find in it. 

More generally, the following should be said: 
In the proposed union threc elements are sought to 
be combined—the Episcopal, the Presbyterian, and 
the Congregational; and it is believed that each of 
these elements has been embodied. Comprehension 
and not limitation has been the aim. All thal has 
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been found helpful in the uniting Churehes has been 
included, and cach Church will find ils special 
contribution enriched by what the others contribute. 

Again, the united Church must be a true part of the 
Church universal, and will seck to be im fellowship 
with all the Churehes in which Jesus is worshipped 
as Lord. Jt will therefore retain communion with al) 
the Churches to which the uniting Churches owe 
their origin, and at the same time will hope to work 
towards a still wider fellowship. 

The scheme has been prepared in an pete aad 
of prayer and of earnest secking of the hnowlodge 
of the Divine will. From the beginning it has been 
recognized that union is a spiritual fact which finds 
its manifestation in an organic life. This principle 
that the basis of union 3s spiritual underlies the 
whole scheme, and the paragraphs which slate this 
principle are vital, though of necessity organization 
occupies much more space, Jesus Christ is the 
Person in Whom the Churches unite. Its life and 
death and ever-living presence must be central in the 
thought, life, and devotion of cach member of the 
Church, as in that of the Church as a whole, His 
cross is the place of meeting. ‘The united Church 
will therefore desire to bring together all the different 
types of spiritual experience represented in the 
uniting Churches, and to keep together in the one 
Brotherhood those who emphasize the individual 
experience of the Christian heart, those who place the 
cross in the centre of their worship, investing with 
every solemnity of ritual the sacramental presentation 
of the great act of man’s redemption, and those who 
bid the Church take full account of all new knowledge 
of the world which God's Spirit imparts to the human 
mind by channels other than those of organized 
religion, 

The Joint Committce fully realizes that much more 
has to be done than merely to prepare a Scheme of 
Union. The Churches must be prepared for organized 
union by all means that may foster fellowship and 
common understanding, and in particular by larger or 
smaller meetings to discuss the plans for union, hy the 
interchange of pulpits, and by common worship on 
suitable occasions, The intimate fellowship we ave 
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realized ih our committee meetings assures us that the 
same spirit will spread in our Churches, and that they 
will truly grow into one body and combine to work a 
common organization that will meet the needs and 
Paper nates of the Church in South India, ; 

This scheme is presented by the Joint Committee 
to the Churches in South India and to the supporters 
of those Churches in Great Britain and America. The 
three Churches in South India are closely connected 
with Churches in the home lands, and the scheme does 
not contemplate the severance of those relations, The 
united Church will be autonomous, but it will wish to 
retain its present relations of communion and _fellow- 
ship with the home Churches, and to continue to 
receive missionaries and other help from them. In- 
deed, it is hoped that the existing relations will be 
strengthened by the proposed union. The home 
Churches are therefore ey requested to study 
the scheme carefullyand prayerfully. The obligations 
of all the Indian Churches to the home Churches are 
so great and far-reaching that no one dreams of dis- 
owning them, but the time has arrived when the Indian 
Church should take greater responsibilities upon itself 
in the management of its own affairs. The union of 
the Churches in South India should definitely lead to 
this, and in the process of change and at all times the 
Indian Church will ask for the sympathy, help, and 
prayers of the home Churches through whose labours 
this development of the Indian Church has become 
possible, 

It would take too much space to give the names of 
all those who have given time, thought, and prayer to 
the furtherance of this altempt at union, but one name 
must nol be omitted—that of Bishop Palmer of Bom- 
bay. He has attended nearly all the meetings of the 
Joint Committee, though unfortunately the time for 
him to leave India came shortly before the final meet- 
ing of the Joint Committee; his wide knowledge of 
ecclesiastical questions has always been at the disposal 
of the Committee, and it is not too much to say thal 
without his help it would have been difficult to prepare 
the Scheme, 

The Joint Committce has now finished ils work, but 
it has formed a continuation committee, of which the 
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Secretary is the Rev. J, J. Banninga, D.D,, of Pasumialai, 
Madura District. Each of the three Churehes has 
three representatives on this Continuation Committee, 
the conveners for the groups being --for the Anglieau 
Church group the Right Rev, the Bishop of Dornakal 
Dornakal, Singarent Collieries, Dercan); for the 

outh India United Church group the Rev. J. J. Ban- 
ninga, D.D.; and for the Wesleyan Methodist Chureh 
group the Rev, H. Gulliford (Kolagiri, Nilgivit: (ills), 
Application may be made to imy of these for further 
information. , 

Finally, the Joint Committee sends forth the scheme 
with the earnest prayer that it will mect with sym- 
pathetic consideration by all whom it may concern; 
and with the fervent hope that the unity for whieh 
Jesus payed and the world waits will by Lis Lloly 
Spirit be attained in South India. 
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Secrion | 
“THE UNITING CHURCHES 


The Churches or parts of Churches between which 
union is proposed are the following : 

(1) The Church of India, Burma, and Ceylon 
(formerly known as the Church of England in India) 
with regard to the dioceses of Madras; Tinnevelly, 
Madura, and Ramnad; Dornakal ; and Travancore and 
Cochin. 

(2) The South India United Church. 


Note—This Church is itself the result of a movement which 
brought into organic union the Churches in South India and Ceylon 
established by the missions of certain Piesbyterian (Reformed) 
Churches in Great Britain and the United States of America; the 
London Missionary Society and the Ameiican Board of Conmis- 
sioners for lor eign Missions, both of which are supported mainly by 
ponare ational Churches; and (in the Malabar District) by the 
Basel Evangelical Mission, a umon misston supported by Lutheran 
and Reformed (Presbyterian) Churches in Germany and Switzerland, 


(3) The South India Province of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church, including the Districts of Madras ; 
Negapatam and Trichinopoly ; Hyderabad; and 
Mysore. 


Note,—At the date of the preparation of this Scheme by the Joint 
Commiltee of the uniling Churches, it was nol known whether the 
diocese of Colombo and the Wesleyan Province of Ceylon would 
desire to be included in the area of the union, 
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Srcrton I} 


THE PURPOSE AND NATURE OF TILE 
UNION 


(2) The uniting Churches are agreed that in ever 
effort to bring logether divided members of Christ's 
Body into one organization, the final aim must be 
the union of all who acknowledge the name of Christ 
in the Universal Church, and that the test of all focal 
schemes of union is that they should sent locally 
the principle of the great catholic unity of the Body of 
Christ. Their desire, therefore, is so Lo organize the 
Church in South India that it shall give the Indian 
expression of the spirit, the thought and the life of the 
Church Universal. 

(2) It is the intention and the hope of the uniting 
Churches that all actions of the united Chureh will he 
regulated by the principle that it should) maintain 
fellowship with all those branches of the Chureh of 
Christ with which the uniting Churches now severally 
enjoy such fellowship, and that it should constantly 
seek to widen and strengthen this fellowship and to 
work towards the goal of the full union in one body of 
all parts of the Church of Christ. 

(3) It is also the hope of the uniting Churches that 
their union will be a means to the preater progress of 
the Gospel in India, in fulfilment of the Master's own 
prayer when He said, “That they may all be one... 
that the world may believe that thaudidst send me.” 
The result of union should be not merely greater 
fellowship and peace within the Church and greater 
eagerness for the proclamation of the Gospel of Christ, 
but also a greater release of divine power and greater 
cea renee for Lhe establishment of [lis Kingdom on 
earth, 
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Section II] 
THE BASIS OF UNION 


The uniting Churches are assured that the unity of 
His Church for which Christ prayed is a unity in Him 
and in the Father through the Holy Spirit, and is there- 
fore fundamentally a reality of the spiritual realm. 
They seek the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
But this unity of the Spirit must find expression in 
the faith and order of the Church, in its worship, in its 
organization and in its whole life. They therefore 
state the following as their Basis of Union: 


(A) Farru anp OrpER 


.The uniting Churches hold the faith which the 
Church has ever held in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer 
of mankind; and in accordance with the revelation of 
God which He made, being Himself God incarnate, 
they worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity. 

They accept the Holy Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments as containing all things necessary to 
salvation and as the ultimate standard of faith. 

They accept the Apostles’ Creed and the Creed 
commonly called the Nicene, as witnessing to and 
safeguarding that faith, which is continuously confirmed 
in the spiritual experience of the Church of Christ, 
and as containing a sufficient statement thereof for a 
basis of union. 

They believe that the Sacraments of Baptism and 
the Supper of the Lord, ordained by Christ Himself, 
are means of grace through which God works in us; 
and agree that they should be ministered with unfailing 
use of Christ’s words of institution and of the elements 
ordained by Him. 

They believe that the Ministry is a gift of God 
through Christ to His Church; that God Himself calls 
men into the Ministry through His Holy Spirit, and 
that their vocation is to lead God's people in worship, 
prayer, and praise, and through paciovalininisirauions 
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the preaching of the Gospel and the administration 
of the Sacraments (all these made effective by faith) 
to assist men to reccive the savings and sinetifying 
bencfits of Christ and to fit, them for service ; and 
they believe that in ordination God, in itnswer to 
the prayer of His Church, bestows on and assures 
to those whom He has called and [His Chureh hag 
accepted for any particular form of the Ministry a 
commission for it and the grace NO a to it, 
which grace, if humbly used, will cnable the ministors 
to perform the same. 


Nolte—It is understood that at will be conipetent to the uniled 
Church to issue supplementary statements conceraing the laith for 
the guidance of its teachers and the edification of the faithful, pro- 
vided that such statements be not contrary to the traths of one 
religion revealed in the Holy Scriptures. 


(B) Tur Episcorarne morun Unrinp Crorcn 


The uniting Churches, recognizing that the episco. 
pate, the councils of the presbyters, and the conprepa- 
tion of the faithful must all have their appropriate 
places in the order of life of the united Chureh, accept 
m particular the historic episcopate ina constitutional 
form as part of their basis of union, without intending 
thereby to imply, or Lo express a judgment on, any 
theory concerning episcopacy, 

The meaning in which the uniting Churches thus 
accept a historic and constitutional episcopacy is that 
in the united Church: 

(1) the bishops shall perform their funetions in 
accordance with the customs of the Chureh, those 
functions being named and defined in the written 
constitution of the united Church; 

(2) the bishops shall be cleeted, both the diocese 
concerned in each particular case and the authorities 
of the united Church as a whole having an effective 
voice in their appointment; 

(3) continuity with the historic episcopate shall 
both initially and thereafter be effectively maintained, 
it being understood that no particular interpretation 
of the fact of the historic episcopate is thereby 
implied or shall be demanded from any minister or 
member of the united Church; and 
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(4) every ordination of presbyters shall be performed 
by the laying on of hands of the bishop and presbyters, 
and all consecrations of bishops shall be performed by 
bishops, not less than three taking part in each 
consecration. 


Nole-For the proposals with regard to Use consecration of 
bishops al the inauguration of the union, see Section XV. 


(C) Tue Inirran Ministry or THE 
Unrrep Cuurcii 


The uniting Churches agree 

(1) that the bishops of the dioceses of the Church of 
India, Burma, and Ceylon which are to be included in 
the united Church shall be accepted as bishops of the 
united Church, provided that they assent to the Basis 
of Union and accept the Constitution of the uniled 
Church ; 

and that all the other ministers of the uniting 
Churches in the area of the union shall be acknow- 
ledged as ministers of the Word and of the Sacraments 
in the united Church, each retaining the standing 
oe as a minister authorized to celcbrate the 
Holy Communion, or as a deacon or a poben 
which he had before union in his own Church, provide 
similarly that such ministers assent to the Basis of 
Union and accept the Constitulion of the united 
Church; and 

(2) that, asis set forth in detail in Section [V. of this 
Scheme, such bishops and other ministers shall, 
subject only to necessary restrictions in certain 
directions, retain (so far as the united Church is 
concerned) all rights and liberties which they 
‘previously possessed in the several uniting Churches, 

(3) These bishops and other ministers, together with 
the bishops who will be consecrated at the inauguration 
of the union (sce Section XV.) shall form the initial 
ministry of the united Church. 
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(D) ‘Tne Inrttal Mrumursmp ov run 
Unrrep Crrurcn 


The uniting Churches agree that all persons who 
at the time of the union are communicant members of 
any of the uniting Churches in the area of the union 
shall have the privileges and responsibilities of 
communicant members of the united Church, and as 
such shall be at liberty to recerve communion in any 
of its churches. 

Similarly all baptized members and calechumens 
belonging to any of the uniting Churches shall be 
baptized members and catechumens respectively of 
the united Church. 





(E) Tur Worsup or ror Unrrep Ciuren 


The uniting Churches recognize that they must 
aim at conserving for the common benefit whatever 
of good has been gained by cach body in its separate 
history, and that in ils publie worship the united 
Church must retain for its congregations freedom 
either to use historic forms or not to do so as may 
best conduce to edification and to the worship of God 
in spirit and in truth. 

It is therefore not their intention that beeause of 
the union any form of service at present in-use in any 
of the uniting Churehes shall either be forbidden or 
made compulsory in the united Church, 

At the same time, the uniting Churehes look 
towards the gradual preparation of some service book 
or directory of worship, which would embody every- 
thing in existing forms of worship which is found to 
be helpful for worship in India, Logether with such 
forms of worship as Indian Christianity under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit may devise in the future, 


(F) Tar Inpevenpence or crim Unerip 
Ciurcy 


The uniting Churches agree that the united Chureh 
should of right be free in all spiritual matters from the 
direction or interposition of any civil government, 
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They further agree that the united Church must be 
an autonomous Church and free from any control, 
legal or otherwise, of any Church or Society external 
to itself, At the same time they remember that the 
united Church, on account of its origin and history, 
must have special relations with the Churches in the 
West through which it has come into existence, and 
will regulate its acts by the necessily of maintaining 
fellowship with other branches of the Catholic 
Church with which the uniting Churches are now in 
communion, 

They also recognize that the united Church, as a 
part of the Church Universal, must give full weight to 
the pronouncements of bodies representative of the 
whole Church, and, in particular, would desire to take 

art in the deliberations and decisions ofan Ecumenical 
ouncil, if such should in the mercy of God be some 
day called together. 


Section [V 


THE RELATIONS OF THE UNITED 
CHURCH WITH OTHER CHURCHES 


(A) Or tue Cnurcn as A Corporate Bopy 


In conformity with the intention and hope of the 
uniting Churehes expressed in Section IJ. of this 
Scheme: 

(1) They are assured that the united Church will 
seek to be in full communion with the Churches of the 
Anglican Communion, and equally to be in such 
relations of communion and fellowship with other 
Churches as are now maintained with those Churches 
by the South India United Church and the Wesleyan 
Church in South India. 

(2) They hope that invitations to the Lambeth 
Conference may be extended to the bishops of the 
united Church, and that those bishops will whenever 
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possible accept such invilations i and that similarly 
affiliation with or membership in the World Pres. 
byterian Alliance, the World Union of Congre- 
gational Churches, and the Heumenical Methodist 
Conference may be granted to the united Church, 
and that it will whenever possible send delegates to 
the meetings of those bodies. . f 

(3) They also hope thal the united Church may be 
inviled to send friendly or visiling delegates to the 
assemblics or other representative bodies of the 
Churches through whose labours the uniting Churches 
have come into being, and will accept such invitations 
whenever possible. ; : 

(4) They still further hope that the united Chureh 
will seek, by interchange of visiting delegates or such 
other means as may be available, to promote and 
maintain brotherly relations with other Churches in 
India and Ceylon, 


(B) Or tim Ministrrs and Means oF ur 
Unirrp Cnureit 


(1) The uniting Churches clearly understand that 
the united Church will have power itself to regulate, 
to such extent and in such manner as it may from 
time to time think desirable, the relitions of its 
ministers and members with other Churches, and that 
action in this respect will be taken either by the 
Synod of the united Church, or by the diocesan 
authorities acting in aceordanee with such general 
principles or particular rules as may be laid dawn by 
the Synod. 

(2) While such authority must inhere in the united 
Church, it is the deliberate intention of the uniting 
Churches that none of the ministers or members of 
the united Church shall because of the union forgo 
any rights with regard to inter-communion and 
inter-celebration which they possessed before — the 
union, 

It is equally the intention of the uniting Churches 
that the united Church shall in its legislation and 
executive acts respect the conscientious convictions of 
us ministers and members. 
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It will in these matters avoid on the one hand any 
encouragement of licence or condonation of breaches 
of Church comity and fellowship, and on the other 
hand any unehristian rigidity in its regulations or in 
their application; and in all its actions it will seek the 
preservation of unity within, the attainment of wider 
union, and the avoidance of immediate contests on 
particular cases. 

(3) The complete spiritual unity within the Church 
in South India which is the aim of the uniting 
Churches will not be attained till all the members of 
the united Church are willing and wishful to receive 
communion equally in all of its churches, and it is the 
resolve of the uniting Churches to do all in their 
power to that end. 

They recognize that the act of union will initiate a 
process of growmng together into one life and of 
advance towards that complete spiritual unity. If 
during this process difficulties and anomalies arisc, 
the united Church will be careful not to allow any 
overriding of conscience by Church authorities or by 
majorities; nor will il in its administrative acts 
knowingly transgress the long-established traditions 
of any of the uniting Churches. 

They believe that these ends can rightly be attained 
not by the framing of detailed regulations, but by 
assurances given and received in a spirit of mutual 
confidence and love, 

They therefore pledge themselves and fully trust 
each other that in the united Church no arrangements 
with regard to churches, congregations, or ministers 
will knowingly be made, cither generally or in particu- 
jar cases, which would offend the conscientious 
convictions of any persons directly concerned, or 
which would hinder the development of complete 
unity within the Church or imperil its subsequent 
progress towards union with other Churches. 

(4) The uniting Churches agree that every minister 
of the united Church who was ordained outside its 
area shall be at liberty to retain the ecclesiastical 
status (¢ 8. connection with a home presbytery) which 
he had before the union in the Church in which he 
was ordained, subject to such arrangements between 
the united Church and any ofthe Churches concerned 


22 The Relations of the United Church 

as may be found necessary, and provided that he shall 
not by any such arangements be released trom the 
obligations of his position as a minister of the uniled 
Church, ; ; nee 

(5) The uniting Churches agree that every minister 
of the united Chureh shall be at liberty lo exercise any 
ministry ina Church outside its area which he was 
entilled to exercise before the union; but this right 
can only be extended to such other Churches outside 
the area of the union as are willing to receive his 
ministrations, . ae se eat 

(6) ‘The uniting Churches agree that it is Uheir inten. 
tion and expectation that eventually every minister 
exercising a permanent ministry in the united Church 
will be an episcopally ordained minister. ; 

For the thirty years succeeding the inauguration of 
the union, the ministers of any Church whose missions 
have founded the originally separate parts of the united 
Church may be received as ministers of the united 
Chureh, if they are willing to give the same assent to 
the Basis of Union and the same promise to aceept the 
Constitution of the united Church as will be required 
from persons about to be ordained or employed for the 
first time in that Church, After this period of thirty 
years, the united Chureh will consider and decide the 
question of such exceptions to the general principle of 
an episcopally ordained ministry. 


(C) Tum Retarion oc cram Unerep Cuorce to rian 
Cuurcn or Inpia, Burma, AnD Cryion 


Itis proposed that the Church of India, Burma, and 
Ceylon should divide itself into two provinces in order 
to allow the southern province, consisting of the 
dioceses of Madras, ‘Tinnevelly, ‘Vravancore, and 
Dornakal (and if umon extends to Ceylon, Colombo) 
to form with the South India United Church and the 
Wesleyan Church in South India an autonomous 
united Church in South India (and Ceylon), the absence 
of any organic union with the northern provinee being 
accepted temporarily for the sake of unily, on the clear 
understanding that the united Church of the South 
will wish for and will endeavour to promote a similar 
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union in the North, and on the conclusion of such a 
union will seek itself to be united to the Northern 
Church in an all-India united Church. 

The united Church in South India would further, as 
being the successor in South India to the Church of 
India, Burma, and Ceylon, undertake certain obliga- 
tions in respect of the maintained churches (as these 
are defined in the India Church Act, 1927) and their 
congregations and the chaplains of the Indian Ecclesi- 
astical Establishment in South India, and in connection 
with these obligations would maintain a special con- 
nection with the Church of India, Burma, and Ceylon, 
as described in detail in Section XII. of this scheme. 


See also the explanatory note in Appendix A. 


(D) Reration oF tue Unireo Cuurcit ro THE 
Westeyvan Metuopisr Cuurci in Resprcr or 
Curtains’ Work 


The united Church will make provision in its con- 
stitution for the continuance in military cantonments 
of the ministry now carried on by the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church among those officially known as 
“declared Wesleyans and other Nonconformists” in 
the British Army, in co-operation with the Superin- 
tending Wesleyan Chaplain in India and the Wesleyan 
Church authorities in England, if the Wesleyan and 
military authorities so agrec. 

The Wesleyan chaplains appointed to this work from 
time to time by the Wesleyan Methodist Conference, 
and members of the Wesleyan and other Noncon- 
formist Churches among British officers and men, will 
be welcomed as ministers and members respectively 
of the united Church, provided that they are willing 
that the constitution and rules of the united Church 
should apply to them as to the ministers and members 
of the uniting Churches. 
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Srcrion V 
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE ONETED 
CHURCH 


[t is proposed that the Constitution of the united 
Chureh should have the following arrangement of its 
chapters, and include the subjects of which a list is 
here given, 

Drafts of the leading provisions which would be 
contained in the various chapters are given in the 
Sections of this Seheme; when the Seheme had 
received the general assent of the governing bodies of 
the uniting Churches, the Constitution would be finally 
drafled for definitive adoption by them as part of the 
act by which they agreed to unile, 

After the act of umon the Constitution would be 
altcrable by the Synod in accordance with the pro- 
visions for alteration contained in its last chapter, 


Lisr oF Cuaprers ot ring Cons rrruvtion AND ‘THE 
Sunjrcrs TO BF INCLUDED IN Ma 





J, Preamble, 


I]. The Name of the Church, 


To be decided when the Constitution is finally 
drafted, 


III. The Governing Principles of the Church. 


To contain the matter of Seetion TL. of this 
Scheme (The Basis of Union), but redrafted 
as from the point of view of the united 
Church, | Parts (C) and (D) of the Basis of 
Union might be transferred to Chapters V. 
and LV, of the Constitution, 
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IV. The Membership of the Church. 


Definition of membership; admission to full 
or communicant membership; duties and 
privileges of membership. 


Sce Section VI., p. 26, for draft of leading provisions. 


V. The Ministry of the Church. 


Bishops, their functions and responsibilities ; 

their election or appointment; their conse- 

\ cration; Presbyters, their functions and 

duties, their ordination; Deacons, their 

status and functions; the ministry of the 
Laity. 


See Section VIL, p. 28, fot diaft of leading provisions, 


VI. The Governing Bodies of the Church. 


The Pastorate Committee; the Diocesan 
Council; the Synod. 


See Section VIII, p. 37, for draft of leading provisions. 


VII. The Worship of the Church. 


The freedom of worship; the Communion 
Service; the administration of Baptism ; 
the use of Creeds in worship. 


See Section IX., p. 42, for draft of leading provisions. 


VILL The Discipline of the Church. 


General principles; Panchayats and other 
Jocal courts; courts of Diocesan Councils; 
the Court of the Synod. : 


See Section X,, p. 45, for diaft of leading provisions, 


IX, The Marriage Law of the Church. 


See Section XL, p. 47, for diaft of initial provisions. 
X. The Property and Finance of the Church. 
XL. The Records of the Church. 
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XU The Relations of the Church with other Churches. 
Of the Church as a corporate body; of its 
ministers and members; relation to the 
Church of India, Burma, and Ceylon with 
regard to the Indian Church Statutory 
Rules; relation to the Wesleyan Methodist 

Chureh int respect of chaplains’ work. 


Sce Sections IV. and XU, pp. ty and yh 


XUL Alterations in the Constitution, 
See Section XUL, p. 1, for draft provisions. 


Section VI 
THE MEMBERSIUP OF THE CHURCIL 


(Draft of the leading provistons to be ineluded in 
Chapter LV. of the Constitution) 


(1) The united Church acknowledges that the 
Church is the body of Christ and its members are the 
members of [Tis Body; and that those are members 
according to the will and purpose af God who lave 
been baptized into the name of the Mather and of the 
Son and of the oly Spirit, and, receiving (he calling 
and grace of God with faith, continue steadfist therein, 
maintaining their vital union with the [lead of the 
body, Jesus Christ, by the same faith, Hhrough the 
various means of grace which [le has provided in [lis 
Church. 

(2) The privileges and obligations of membership of 
the united Church belong to every person wha, being 
resident in the area of that Church, 


has been baptized with water in the name of the 

_ Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

is willing to abide by the rules and customs of this 
Church, and 
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is not 4 member of any Christian body which is not 
in communion with this Church, and 

is not excommunicated by lawful excommunication 
oran open apostate to some non-Christian religion 


(3) The privilege of participation in the government 
of this Church is confined to adult communicant 
members of this Church, the Synod, or a Diocesan 
Council, having the power to attach other conditions 
to the exercise of this privilege. 

(4) A member of any Church in communion with 
this Church, when in consequence of residence in the 
area of this Church he accepts the privileges and 
obligations of membership in this Church, does not 
thereby sever his connection with the Church to 
which he previously belonged, or lose his right to 
enjoy the privileges of that membership on his return 
to the region of that Church's ministrations. 

(5) Until the Synod of the Church shall frame 
general rules with regard to full or communicant 
membership, cither the rite of confirmation admuinis- 
tered by a bishop of the Church, or such a service of 
admission to full membership as was in use in the 
South India United Church before the union, or such 
a service for the recognition of new members as was 
in use in the Wesleyan Church in South India before 
the union, shall be employed in admitting persons to 
full or communicant membership of the united Church, 
and persons so admitted shall be recognized as com- 
municants throughout the whole Church. 

(6) In the preparation of candidates for baptism, the 
Apostles’ Creed (or, if so desired, the Nicene Creed) 
shall be used as the basis of part of the necessary 
instruction, It shall not be necessary that, in answer- 
ing questions with regard to their faith, candidates for 
baptism should use the actual words of either of these 
erceds in affirming their beliefs. 

(7) (A paragraph on the duties and privileges of the 
members of the Church.) 
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Srcrion VIL 
THE MINISTRY OF TH CUURCH 


(Draft of the leading provisions to be inchuded in 
Chapler V. of the Constitution) 


Part Lo ‘Tan Orpvaien Ministry 
(A) Bishops: their Functions and Responsibilities 


(1) The bishop of the diocese has the general 
pastoral oversight of all the Christian people of the 
diocese, and more particularly of the ministers of the 
Church in the diocese. on 

(2) The bishop of the diocese, acting in accordance 
with the rules laid down in this Constitution concern 
ing the worship of the Church, shall aequaimt himself 
with the various methods of worship and forms of 
service used in the diocese, shall advise the ministers 
and congregations in this matter, and shall cause to be 
prepared and shall issue special services and Wa 
as they may be required from time to time, [le shall 
have authority in the case of grave irregularities in 
public worship to forbid their continuance, and any 
such prohibition shall remain in force pending any 
action which the Executive Committee of the Synod of 
the Church may take thereon, 

(3) The bishop of the diocese, acting: in accordance 
with such rules in the matter as may be laid down in 
this Constitution or by the Synod or by a Diocesan 
Council, shall receive the names of candidates for 
ordination who have been approved by the bodies and 
persons required by the rules, and shall make enquiries 
from the congregation in whith the candidate is best 
known and also from persons to whom he is known 
(who shall include laity and not fewer than three 
ministers) ; and if he considers the candidate fit to be 
ordained, he shall bring his name before the Diocesan 
Council or some other body appointed for the purpose, 
and if it is agreed by the Council or by that body that 


The Ordained Ministry 29 


the candidate should be ordained, the bishop may 
ordain him, provided he is assured that he will receive 
some charge or other definite work. 


Note.—Rules for the selection and training of candidates for 
ordination shalt be laid down by the Diocesan Councils. 


(4) The bishop of the diocese, acting in accordance 
with such rules in the matter as may be laid down in 
this Constitution or by the Synod, will give authoriza- 
tions to ministers to officiate and to preach in the 
diocese. The location of the ministers shall also be 
carried out by the bishop of the diocese, after such 
consultation with diocesan committees or other bodies 
as may be prescribed by the rules of the diocese. 

(3) The bishop of the diocese alone shall have the 

ower to pronounce sentence of suspension from 

oly Communion or of excommunication in dis- 
ciplinary cases, but he shall do so only after due 
enquiry has been made by the Pastorate Committee 
or Panchayat appointed for the purpose in accordance 
with the rules of the Diocesan Council Similarly he 
shall have power on the recommendation of the 
Pastorate Committee or Panchayat to restore those 
that are penitent to the fellowship of the Church. 

(6) Charges against a mimister shall in the first 
instance be submitted to the bishop of the diocese, 
and he shall if possible settle the matter by personal 
enquiry and advice and, if necessary, admonition, or 
in grave cases temporary suspension of the authoriza- 
tion of the minister concerned. But if the bishop 
shall consider, or the accused minister demand, that 
the case should be referred to the Court of the 
Diocesan Council, it shall he so referred. A bishop 
may not withdraw his authorization permanently 
from a presbyter except by way of_ carrying out 
a sentence duly passed by the Court of the 
Diocesan Council, or in cases where the presbyter 
eo eey submits himsclf to the decision of the 
bishop, 

(7) Pie bishop of the diocese shall be president of 
the Diocesan Council, and shall have the right to 
take part in the procecdings of any standing commit- 
tee, board, or council of the diocese. He shall have 
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the right of suspending the operation of decisions or 
resolutions of the Dioeesan Council whieh directly 
concern : 


(a) the faith and dochine of the Chueh, 
(6) the conditions of membership in the Church, ; 
() the functions of the ordained ministers of 
the Chureh, | ; ; 
or (#) the worship of the Chareh and any forms of 
worship proposed for general use in the 
Church. 


(See also Section VITE, (B) 3) 


(8) Every bishop of a diocese shall ev officio be a 
member of the Synod of the Chureh. 

(9) The bishop of the diocese shall not as bishop or 
as president of the Diocesan Council have any control 
over the finance of the chogese, 

(10) The bishop of the diocese shall remain such for 
life, unless he resign, or accept the charge of another 
diocese, or depart permanently from the diocese, or be 
deprived of his charge by sentence of the Court of the 
Synod, or be adjudged by the Hxecutive Committee of 
the Synod to be mental or physically incapable of 
discharging the duties of his ollice, 

(11) In the event of any bishop seeming to the 
Modcrator* to be gravely unsuiled Lo retun charge of 
his diocese it shall be the duty of the Maderatar to 
take council with the other diocesan bishops, and if 
they concur in his judgment, to lay their views before 
the bishop concerned, 

(12) The bishop of the diocese may appoint av com- 
missary either under a general commission to act for 
him in the diocese during the bishop’s absence from 
his diocese or incapacity to discharge his duties as 
bishop, or under a special commission ta perform on 
his behalf some particular duty named in the eom- 
mission. The appointment of a general commissary 
must be see by the Excentive Committee of the 
Diocesan Council, 

A diocesan bishop cannot authorize his commissary 


* See Section VIL. (C) 2 and 3, p. 30. 
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to represent him in the Synod or in any committee or 
board thereof, or to exercise his suspensory power 
over decisions and resolutions of the Diocesan Council, 
nor can he (unless the commissary be himself a bishop) 
delegate to him his powers of ordination or of con- 
firmation. 


(B) The Election, Appointment, and Consecration 
of Bishops 


(1) In every election of a bishop both the diocese 
concerned and the Synod shall have an effective voice. 

(2) Both the Synod and the Diocesan Council shall 
have the right of making nominations of candidates to 
be voted upon by the Diocesan Council, but the 
nominations made by the Synod shall be of not more 
than three names, and shall not include the name of 
any person resident in the diocese. 

’} From the combined list of nominations the 
Diocesan Council shall clect not less than two and not 
more than four persons, all of whom must be supported 
by not less than two-thirds of the number of members 
of the Diocesan Council present and voting, and shall 
submit the list of their elections to a board consisting 
of the Moderator and six members appointed by the 
Executive Committee of the Synod. ‘This board shall 
appoint a bishop for the diocese from among the names 
submitted by the Diocesan Council. 

(4) The Diocesan Council may if it so desire remit 
the whole election to a Board of the Synod composed 
as in Rule 3. 

(5) If a Diocesan Council fails within a prescribed 
time to fulfil the requirements of Rule 3 or Rule 4, 
a bishop shall be appointed for the diocese by the 
Executive Committee of the Synod. 

(6) Every appointment ofa bishop shall be subject 
to confirmation by the Executive Committee of the 
Synod, which shall for this purpose include all the 
diocesan bishops; but this confirmation may not be 
withheld except when either the election or appoint- 
ment shall have been proved to have been invalid, or 
the Executive Committee shall judge the person 
appointed to be unfit in respect a@shaweter conduct 
or teaching to exercise the functions of a bishop. 


32 The Ministry of the Chirch 


(7) The Synod will prescribe a form of conseeration 
of bishéps, in whieh, while provision may be made for 
extempore prayer and other clements of spoutancity 
and varicty, there shall be certaty invariable parts; 
these to include at least (i) a eonsecratory prayer, 
asking that the person to be consecrated may receive 
the gift of God's Loly Spit for the office and work of 
a bishop in Ifis Church, and (i) the laying on ot hands 
at least by three bishops, with, the words (if any) 
mbeolapaniyti it ‘The consecration ol a bishop shall 
normally take place in the course of the Communion 
Service. 

(8) No person may be conscerated as bishop untess 
he has been ordained as a presbyter, and also atttined 
the age of thirty years. 


(C) Presbyters: their Functions and Duties 


(1) It is the special function of presbyters lo be 
dispensers of the Word of God and ol Tis Sacranients, 
and to administer the discipline of the Church in 
accordance with its rules; and it is the rule of the 
Church that none except presbyters and bishops have 
the ent to celebrate the tag Communion, 

(2) [t is the duty of a presbyter in charge of a 
pastorate to be diligent in striving by all means in his 

ower to bring the people comnutted to his charge 
into conformity with the mind of Christ, and in 
particular it is his duty: 


(i.) to lead the publie worship of the congregation, 
(ii) to administer the Holy Communion, 

(iti.) Lo teach and baptize, 

(iv.) to_perform the other sacred services of the 
Church, 

(v.) to visit the congregation, and especially the 
_. sick and the erring, 

(vi.) toinstruct the young, and to prepare candidates 
for confirmation or admission lo communicant 
membership, 

(vii.) to lead his people preaching the Gospel, and 

(vii) to encourage all efforts directed to the estab. 
Ushment of righteousness and the removal 
of wrong in the community. 
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(3) It is the duty of all presbyters, when summoned, 
to attend a meeting of the Diocesan Council, and 
meetings of the ministers which may be convened by 
the bishop from time to time to discuss with them 
matters concerning their ministry and the faith, order, 
and discipline of the Church or to advise them upon 
such topics. 


(D) Presbyters: their Ordination and Authorization 


(1) Candidates for ordination as preshbyters, after 
receiving training under arrangements made or 
approved by the Synod, shall be selected and approved 
in the manner deseribed in Section A (3) of this Chapter, 
it being competent to cach Diocesan Council to make 
further rules in the matter, consistent with that rule, 

(2) The Synod will prescribe a form of ordination 
for presbyters, in which, while provision may be made 
for extempore prayer and other elements of spontancity 
and variely, there shall be certain invariable parts; 
these to include at least (i.) a prayer of ordination ask- 
ing that those about to be ordained may receive the 
gift of God’s Holy Spirit for the office and work of 
pre Dytels in His Church, and (ii) the laying on of 
hands by the bishop and iat tate with the words 
(if any) accompanying il. Ihe ordination of presbyters 
shall normally take place in the course of the Com- 
munion Service. 

(3) Every person about to be ordained in any diocese 
of the Church will be required to affirm his sincere 
belief in the truths witnessed to by the Nicene Creed, 
and his acceptance of those included in the Governing 
Principles of the Church and in any other statement of 
doctrine which the united Church may have drawn up 
as a standard to which ministers musi conform in their 
teaching. 

At the same time, no acceptance a1 a written standard 
is sufficient for this or any of the purposes for which 
such standards are used without an inward and 
personal experience of union with God in Christ. 

(4) Every person who is to receive authority to 
exercise other than an occasional mimistry in a diocese 
of the united Church shall make the same affirmation 

3 


34 The Ministry of the Church 


of his belief as those who are ordained within the 
uniled Church. . } 

(s) Every person who is lo be ordained presbyter, 
or to receive authority to exercise other than an 
occasional ministry in the united Chureh, shall declare 
his acceptance of the Constitution of the Church. 

(6) No person shall be ordained presbyter until he 
has attained the age of Lwenty-four years. 


(E) Deacons: their Status and Functions 


(1) The united Church will continue the Diaconate, 
the functions of which may include: 


(a) Assisting the presbyter in the administration of 
the Lord’s Supper and in the other services of 
the Church, 

(6) Administering baptism, 

(c) Ministering in the Lemporalities of the Church, 

(@) The ministry of succour to the poor, the needy, 
and the sick, 

(e) Instructing children and catechumens in the 
faith, and 

(/) Generally giving assistance in pastoral and 
evangelistic work, 


(2) Persons undertaking such a ministry for life shall 
be chosen in accordance with the rules of the Church, 
and shall be set apart for the ministry of a deacon by 
the laying on of hands by the bishop. 

(3) Persons selected as erndidates for the office of 
presbyter shall ordinarily, afier undergoing the neces« 
sary theological course, receive ordination lo the 
diaconate, and undertake the duties outlined in para- 
graph (1) above as part of their training for the 
presbyterate, : 
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(1) To the whole Church and to every member of it 
belongs the oy and privilege of spreading the good 
news of the Kingdom of God and the message of 
salvation through Tenis Christ. It is one of the main 
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functions of the ‘ordained ministry to prepare the 
members of the Church to take their part both in the 
worship of God and in the service of man. The 
presbyter in charge of a pastorate should therefore 
welcome, and, so far as lies in his power, provide for 
the exercise by lay persons of such gifts of prophecy, 
evangelism, teaching, and healing as God bestows upon 
them. The institution of the diaconate is not intended 
to limit the sphere of service of the laity in any way, 
but to meet special needs that cannot otherwise be met. 

(2) The following are some of the ways in which the 
ministry of the laity may be exercised: 


(a) As Elders, 


The united Church will continue the practice of set- 
ting apart lay persons to assist the pastor in the spiri- 
tual and administrative work of the Church and in its 
discipline. 

Such persons may be set apart by a solemn service 
conducted by the bishop or some presbyter commis- 
sioned by him, after careful enquiry and examination in 
accordance with rules to be laid down by the Church. 

An elder is set apart as such for life, but he will dis- 
charge the special duties of the office only when he is 
from time to time elected by the Pastorate Committee 
or by some other authoritative Church body to do so. 


(6) As Leaders or Pastoral Assistants, 


Lay persons who are communicant members of the 
Church may be appointed to the charge of village con- 
gregations or of groups of Church members in a town 
pastorate, in order to assist the presbyter in the dis- 
charge of his pastoral responsibilities, 


Nofe,—Such persons may be appointed by the presbyter in con- 
junction with the Pastorate Committee, 

Before any person is selected for such work, the presbyter shall by 
cayeful enquiry assure himself that he is of suitable religious character, 
possesses the necessary gifts, and is loyally attached to the doctrine 
and discipline of the Church. 

Appointment to this office may carry with it membership of the 
Pastorate Committee, 

The list of persons appointed to this office should he considered 
annually by the presbyter and the Pastoiate Committee, and revised 
as may be necessary. 
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(c) As Lay Preachers, 

Lay persons of suilable gifts and Christian experi. 
ence who are communicant members of the Church 
may be authorized to preach in the public services of 
the Church, 


Note.—The authorization may be granted on the recommendation 
of the presbyler by the Pastorate Commiltee or a sul-commiltes 
appointed for the purpose. 

Every person who desires (he office of lay preacher shall satisfy 
the presbyler and the Committee concerned as to his suitability for 
the office and his acceptance of the Church's standards of faith, 
Courses of study may be prescribed curing a period of probation, 

Appointment to the office of lay preachor may canny wilh if 
membership of the Pastorale Commitlee, . 

‘The presbyter in charge of the pastorate is the person responsible 
for the services in the pastorate, and the lay preacher acts under his 
direction, ; 


(d) As Stewards of Church funds, and administrators 
or trustees of Church property. 





(e) As Deaconesses and Women Workers, 


(f) As Representatives on Church Bodies, 


The laity are in particular called upon to exercise 
important functions in the Church as mambers of ilg 
disciplinary Courts, and as representatives elected to 
its Councils and Synod. 
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Section VIII 
THE GOVERNING BODIES OF THE CHURCH 


(Draft of the leading provisions to be included in 
Chapter VI. of the Constitution) 


(A) Tue Pastrorate Commitree 


(1) A pastorate is the sphere of a pastor (with his 
assistants, if any), consisting of one or more congrega- 
tions, and constituted as a pastorate by the Diocesan 
Council. 

(2) Every such pastorate shall have a Pastorate 
Committee, which shall consist of the pastor (the 
presbyter in charge) as chairman, and of lay com- 
municant members of the Church elected by the 
communicants of the pastorate, and which may also 
include ex orfiote and nominated members in accord- 
ance with rules laid down by the Diocesan Council. 

(3) The Pastorate Committee shall have, in con- 
junction with the pees the general oversight of the 
pastorate and all its religious activitics. It may 
delegate certain of ils functions to sub-committees or 
other bodies. 

Rules will be laid down in the diocesan constitution 
defining the extent, the manner, and the limitations of 
this oversight of the spiritual, financial, and adminis- 
trative work of the pastorate, 

Provision should also be made in the diocesan 
constitution for general meetings of each coneree non 
for purposes to be defined by the Diocesan Council. 


(B) Tu Diocesan Counci. 


(1) Every Diocesan Council shail consist of the 
bishop of the diocese, all the presbyters of the diocese 
holding the bishop's authorization and regularly 
engaged in the work of the Church, and lay repre- 
sentatives, whether elected, nominated, or ex ofkeio : 
and may include other ministers of the diocese, whether 


y 
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presbyters or deacons, Every Diocesan Council shall 
determine in its own constitution the number, neces. 
sary qualifications ene must include communicant 
membership of the Church), and method of clection or 
nomination of the lay representatives in il, : 

(2) The bishop of the diocese shill be ex affeta the 
president of the Diocesan Council. ; 

(3) ‘The bishop of the diocese shall have the right of 
suspending the operation of decisions or resolutions of 
the Diocesan Couneil which directly concern 


(@) the faith and doctrine of the Church, 

(0) the conditions of membership in the Church, 

(c) the functions of the ordained ministers of the 
Church, or 

(@) the worship of the Church, and any forms of 
worship proposed for general use in the Church, 


A decision or resolution so held in abeyance may be 
disposed of by agrcement ina subsequent mecting of 
the Diocesan Council, and if nol 50 disposed of shall 
be referred to the Synod for settlement. 

In the absence of the bishop of the diocese, no 
Diocesan Council may make decisions or pass resolu. 
tions on such subjects. 

(4) It is the duty of every Diocesan Council to make 
rules and pass resolutions and take executive action 
for the general management and good government of 
the Church in the diocese, subject Lo the provisions of 
this Constitution and in particular to those of Section 
(C) of this Chapter. The Diocesan Council shall be 
the ultimate financial authority of the Chureh in its 
diocese in all matters concerning its interial adminis. 
tration. 

(5) Every Diocesan Counci] shall advise the Synod 
on all matters that may be referred to it by the Synod, 
and has power to bring business before the Synod, 

(6) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, 
a Diocesan Council has power to frame, amend, or alter 
ils own constitution, but always with the approval of 
the Synod, 

(7) It shall be competent to a Diocesan Council to 
combine several Pastorate Commiltces into a group, 
which shall be entrusted with administrative and 
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financial functions within its area, such functions to be 
defined in the diocesan constitution. 

(8) A Diocesan Council shall ordinarily meet once a 
year. 

Nole,—-It is the purpose of the uniting Churches that the dioceses 
of the united Chuich shall be so constituted as to make this 
practicable, 


(C) Tue Synop 
(1) Membership. 


All bishops of the Church, and the officers of the 
Synod, shall be ex offictao members of the Synod. 
Three presbyters and three laymen shall be elected 
to the Synod by each Diocesan Council, and additional 
representation will be arranged in proportion to a fixed 
number of communicant members (e.g., one additional 
presbyter and one additional layman for each 3,000 
communicant members above the first 3,000). 


(2) Officers. 


The officers of the Synod shall be a Moderator, a 
Deputy Moderator, a General Secretary, and a 
Treasurer, 

All the officers shall be elected by ballot of the 
Synod. 

The Moderator and Deputy Moderator shall be 
elected from among the bishops of the Church. 

The Moderator and Deputy Moderator shall be 
elected during each Synod, and shall hold office from 
the closc of thal Synod till the close of the next Synod, 
They shall be eligible for re-election. 


(3) Duties of Officers. 


(a) The Moderator shall be the presiding officer of 
the Synod, and the Chairman of its Executive Com- 
mittee. He shall be the official representative of the 
Church during his term of office in all business with 
other Churches or organizations. . 

(b) The Deputy Moderator shall preside at the 
Synod and perform the other duties of the Moderator 
during the absence, illness, or other incapacity of the 
latter. 
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(c) The General Sereiry shall keep a faithful 
record of all actions taken by the Synod, and shall 
keep its records and files, 16 shall he the correspon. 
dent between the Synod and the Diocesan Councils, 

(@) The Treasurer shall bold all monies belonging 
to the Synod, and shall from time to time submit 
accurale statements of his accounts to the Synod or to 
such other bodies as the Synod may direct. 


(4) Powers and Duties of the Synod, 


(a) The Synod is the supreme governing and legis. 
lative body of the united Church, and the final author. 
ity in all matters pertaining to that Church, 

It has power to make rules and pass resolutions and 
to take executive action as is necessary from time to 
time forthe gencral management and wood government 
of the Church and of the properly and affairs hereof, 

It shall deal with matters of common interest to the 
whole Church, and with those which affect the relation 
of the dioceses to one another and to the rest of the 
universal Church, and shall leave the Diocesan 
Councils to deal with matters which concern only the 
members of the Church in cach diocese. 

It has the power to add to or otherwise alter the 
Constitution of the Church in the manner laid down 
in Chapter XIII. of this Constitution. 

It has the final authority in all questions of the inter. 
pretation of the Constitution and other official docu. 
ments of the Church. 

(0) The Synod has, in particular, power Lo determine 
the number and boundaries of the dioceses, and to 
approve of the constitutions of the Diocesan Councils, 
seeing that nothing in those constitutions is al variance 
with the Governing Principles of the Church and its 
Constitution. 

(c) The Synod has power to frame its own rules ot 
debate and of procedure, 

The following persons or bodics have the right to 
bring business before the Synod: the officers of the 
Synod; any committee or board of the Synod; any 
Diocesan Council of the Church, 

(d) The Synod shall appointan Executive Committee, 
and other standing committees as it may deem neces 
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sary, and may from time to time appoint special 
committees or boards. The standing committees will 
include committees on union with other Churches, on 
life and work, etc. 


(5) Meetings of the Synod. 


The Synod shall meet once every two years at such 
time and place as the 'xecutive Committee may deter~ 
mine, Special meetings of the Synod may also be 
called by the Executive Committee in urgent circum- 
stances, 


(6) The Executive Committee of the Synod. 


The Executive Committee shall consist of the officers 
of the Synod (who shall be the officers of the Executive 
Committee), all the diocesan bishops of the Church, 
and one presbyter and one layman elected by the 
Synod from aeons the representatives of each diocese 
in the Synod. The Executive Committee shall act as 
the ad interim committee of the Synod, and shall perform 
the other functions allotted to it in this Constitution, 


(7) Propositions on Fatth and Doctrine, etc, 


When any proposition (in which term are included 
proposed etlactments, statements, and resolutions, and 
also forms of pubis worship) is brought before the 
Synod which directly concerns 


(a) the faith and doctrine of the Church, 

(6) the conditions of membership in the Church, 

(c) the functions of the ordained ministers of the 
Church, or 

(d) the worship of the Church, and any forms ot 
worship proposed for general use in the Church, 


the matter shall be discussed in the Synod in the usual 
manner, but the proposition shall be submitted (o the 
Synod for final voting thereon only in a form approved 
by the bishops sitting separately for that purpose. 

The proposition when thus placed before the Synod 
may be discussed, and, if desired, be referred back to 
the bishops for further consideration and possible 
modification. 
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Such a proposition shall be declared to have been 
passed only ifit obtains a two-thirds majority (er three- 
uarters, in the case referred Lo in Chapter XILL. (A) of 
this Constitution) of the number of members of the 
Synod present and voting. ; a 
Al any stage of its discussion, such a proposition 
may be referred by the Synod to the Diocesan Councils 
for their opinions. Ae 
If the bishops refuse to place such a propasition 
before the Synod for a final vote in any form whatever, 
or if the proposition fail to reeeive the VISE of the 
necessary majority, the matter shall be dropped for 
that meeting of the Synod, but may be brought forward 
again with duc notice afler an interval to be fixed by 
regulation of the Synod. 


Secrion 1X 
THE WORSHIP OF THE CHURCII 


(Draft of the leading provisions to be included m 
Chapter VIL, of the Constitution) 


(A) Freepom or Worsurp 


In conformity with the principles laid down in 
Part EF of the Governing Principles of the Chureh 
(Section III. (I) above, p. 18)—— 

(1) Every form of service which was used in any ol 
the uniling Churches before the union may continue 
to be used after the union, 

(2) Subject only to the provisions of this Constitution, 
and to any special regulations thereunder whieh may 
hereafter be issued by the Synod, every pastor and 
congregation of the Chureh shall have full freedom in 
determining the form of worship to be used on any 
occasion, 
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(B) Tur Service or Hoty Communion 


As the united Church grows in unity of mind and 
spirit, and experiences closer fellowship in worship, it 
will no doubt develop a common form or forms of 
Communion Service adapted to its own needs. At 
first different forms will continue to be used. 

The following, which already find a place in the 
services of all the uniting Churches, will be constituent 
parts of every Communion Service, the term “service” 
being understood to mean either a single service, or 
two services of which the former (whether held on the 
same or a previous day) forms one whole with the 
aclual Communion Service, and will be attended by 
those who will be communicants, 


Constituent Parts of the Communion Service 


(1) Lntroductory Prayers. 


Note—When any set forms are used, it would be desired by many 
that these should include the almost universally used words of humble 
prayer, Lord, have mercy" (whether as the response to a litany or 
otherwise); and also a collect, or prayer, special to the day or 
oceasion, The introduction might also contain a thanksgiving hymn, 
such as the Glory to God in the highest,” 


(2) The Ministry of the Word, including readings 
from the Scriptures, which may be accompanied by 
preaching. 

(3) The Offering to God of the Gifts of the People. 

(4) The Preparation of the Communicanis by confession 
of their sins, and the declaration of God’s mercy to 
penitent sinners, whether in the form of an absolution 
or otherwise, and such a prayer as “The Prayer of 
Humble Access,” 


Note—Portions or even the whole of these four sections may be 
incorporated in a previous service, provided that the communicants 
ailend that service, : 


(3) The Thanksgiving for God's glory and goodness 
and the redemptive work of Christ in His birth, life, 
death, resurrection, and ascension, leading to a reference 
to His institution of the Sacrament, in which His own 
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wordsare rehearsed, This section should also contain 
a prayer that we may receive thal which our Lord 
intends to give us in this Sacrament. 


Nofe,-—Both on account of their antiquity, and as Providing a 
worthy introcuction to the thankful commemoration of our Lord's 
work it is suggested that this section should begin with the phrases ; 


Minister ; Lift up your heatts. 

Answer: We Sift them up unto the Lord, 

Ministers Let us give thanks unto Om Lord God. 

Answer : ILis meet and right s0 to do, 

Munster; It is very meel, right, and our bounden duly, (hat we 
should at all times, and in all places, give thanks anto thee, O Lard, 
Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God. 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and wilh all the company 
of [eaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore 


praising thee, and saying, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts, Heaven and Earth are full of 
thy glory: Glory be to thea, O Lord most High, 


(6) An Intercession for the whole Church, for whom 
and with whom we ask God’s mercy and goodness 
through the merits of the death of His Son, 

7) The Lord's Prayer. 

8) The Administration of the Communion, with words 
conformable to Scripture indicaling the nature of the 
action. 

(9) 4 Thanksgiving for the Grace received in the 
Communion, with which should be joined the offering 
and dedication of ourselves to God, unless this has 
been included earlier in the service. ‘This thanksgiving 
may be accompanied by an appropriate hymn, 


(C) Barrisar 


In the administration of baptism, the following words 
shall always be used—-/V,, I baptize thee in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 


(D) Tue Use or vie Crerps in Worsutp 


The use of the Creeds in worship is an act of 
adoration and thanksgiving towards Almighty God for 
His nature and for Fis acts of love and mercy, as well 
as a joyful remembrance of the faith which binds 
together the worshippers, 
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While it is competent to the Synod to give directions 
concerning the occasions on which the Apostles’ and 
Nicene Creeds may appropriately be used in worship, 
no authority of the united Church may forbid their use 
in worship. 


Section X 
THE DISCIPLINE OF THE CHURCH 


(Draft of the leading provisions to be included in 
Chapter VIIT, of the Constitution) 


(A) Genera RuLes 


The ends of Church discipline are the good of the 
offender and the purity of the Church. The primary 
courts of discipline are—for bishops the Court of the 
Synod, for ministers the Court of the Diocesan Council, 
and for laity a local court or panchayat. 


(B) Ti Locat Court or Pancuayat 


(1) The rules at present in force for the admin- 
istration of discipline by local courts or panchayats 
shall continue as at present in the different areas, until 
such time as the various Diocesan Councils of the 
united Church shall issue regulations, taking account 
of and so far as possible incorporating such local 
usages. In the case of major offences, recommenda- 
tions will be made to the bishop of the diocese, who 
alone can issue sentence of excommunication. 

(2) The accused person must receive notice of all 
charges brought against him, and be given an oppor- 
tunily of being heard in his defence, 


(C) Tue Courr or tuz Diocesan CounciL 


(1) The Court of a Diocesan Council shall consist of 
the bishop of the diocese, or a presbyter commissioned 
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by him, together with presbyters and laymen appointed 
by the Diocesan Council. 

(2) The Court of a Diocesan Council shall deal with 
charges brought against any minister of the diocese, 
when the bishop directs, or the accused minister 
demands, that the charges should be referred to it, 

(3) The whole Court shall decide on the truth or 
otherwise of the charges brought against the accused 
minister, and upon any point of ecclesiastical law which 
may arise in the course of the proc esiaes, and, in the” 
case of the accused being found guilty, on the sentence 
to be passed on him. 

But when the charges against a minister relate to 
matters of faith and doctrine, the decision shall be 
framed and the sentence passed by the ministerial 
members of the court only, the lay members acting as 
assessors. 

(4) In all proceedings of a Court of a Diocesan 
Council the accused minister must receive notice of all 
charges brought against him and be given an oppor- 
tunity of being heard in his defence, and, in the case of 
his being found guilty, in mitigation of sentence. 

(s) An appeal on grounds of fact, law, or with 
reference to sentence, Shall lie from every judgment of 
a Court of a Diocesan Council to the Court of the 


nod, 

(6) The Council of every diocese may make rules, 
consistent with the provisions of this Constitution, for 
all matters concerning the Court of the Diocesan 
Council and the discipline of the ministry for which 
provision is not made in this Constitution, 


(D) Tue Court or tir Synop 


(1) The Court of the Synod shall be elected by the 
Synod with such membership and in such manner as 
shall be laid down in this Constitution, provided that 
at least one-third of iis members shall be bishops. 

(2) The Court of the Synod shall sit as a court of 
appeal from decisions of Courts of Diocesan Councils. 

3) When the Court of the Synod is hearing an 
appeal from any Court of a Diocesan Council, neither 
the bishop of that diocese nor any other member of the 
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Synod who belongs to that diocese shall be a member 
of the Court. 

(4) The Court of the Synod shall also sit as a court 
for the trial of any bishop against whom a charge is 
brought, and shall on such occasions include all the 
other bishops. 

In the trial of a bishop the whole Court shall decide 
on the truth or otherwise of the charges brought 
against him, and upon any point of ecclesiastical law 
which may arise in the course of the proccedings, If 
the bishop be found guilty, the bishops alone shall 
pass sentence upon him. But when the charges against 
a bishop relate to matters of faith and doctrine, the 
decision shall be made by the bishops alone, the other 
members acting as assessors. 

In the trial of a bishop, no member of the Synod who 
belongs to the diocese of that bishop shall be a member 
of the Court. 

(5) No decision or judgment of the Court of the 
Synod shall be subject to appeal to or revision by any 
person or court outside this Church. 


Srctrion XI 
THE MARRIAGE LAW OF THE CHURCH 


(Draft of the provision initially to be included in 
Chapter LX. of the Constitution) 


The marriage law and rules now observed in the 
dioceses, councils and synods of the uniting Churches 
shall continue after union until the Synod of the united 
Church shall enact its own marriage law and rules, 
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Srcrion XII 


THE RELATION OF THE UNITED CHURCH 
TO THE INDIAN CHURCH STATUTORY 
RULES AND TO TUE GENERAL COUNCIL 
OF T1Ue INDIAN CIURCII 


In pursuance of the general scheme set forth in 
Section IV. (C) of this Scheme, the following detailed 
arrangements are proposed : 


(1) The united Church will by provisions in its 
Constitution make the following undertakings, to hold 
so long as the Statutory Rules made under the Indian 
Church Act 1927 are in force: 


(@ All chaplains of the Indian Ecclesiastical 
Estabhshment in the area of the union shall 
have the right to use the services contained 
in the Book of Common Prayer from time to 
time legally authorived in’ England when 
ministering in a maintained church or else- 
where lo a congregation which includes 
members of the Church of England tempor- 
arily resident in India and which worships in 
the English language, and every maintained 
church shall be available for such services. 


(b) The united Church will supply episcopal 
supervision to the chaplains employed by 
Government as Church of Ifngland chaplains, 
and pore ministrations in the maintained 
churches. 


(c) Those chaplains shall not be refused a licence 
by a bishop of the united Church except for 
the causes which entitle a bishop of the 
Church of England to refuse to institute or 
admit a clergyman presented to a benefice in 
england. 
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(a) Bishops of the united Church will give notice 
to the Local Government before commencing 
disciplinary proceedings against any chap- 
lain. 


(e) The united Church will not enforce any rule 
or do any administrative act contrary to the 
Statutory Rules in reference to the main- 
tained churches, their congregations, and the 
chaplains of the Indian Ecclesiastical Estab- 


lishment, 


(2) The congregations of the maintained churches 
and the chaplains of the Indian Ecclesiastical Estab- 
lishment will be ra Side ae and ministers respect- 
ively of the umted Church, and will be represented or 
sit in its assemblies, 

The Constitution of the united Church will apply to 
them as to other congregations and ministers, except 
in regard to the special matters stated above. 

(3) In order to deal with business involved in the 
obligations which it undertakes with reference to 
maintained churches and their congregations and the 
chaplains of the Indian Ecclesiastical Establishment, 
the united Church will send bishops, presbyters, and 
laymen as representatives of its dioceses to meet the 
representatives of the dioceses of Northern India in an 
assembly which will be the General Council referred 
to in the Indian Church Act, 1927, 

The General Council will have the following duties: 


(a) The approval of the General Council will be 
required to any legislation of the united 
Church which affects the maintained churches 
or their congregations or the chaplains of 
the Indian Ecclesiastical Ustablishment in 
respect of the rights accorded to them or the 
responsibilitics entrusted to them under the 
Statutory Rules. 


(4) It will be able to propose to the Synod of the 
united Church and to the Provincial Council 
of the dioceses of Northern India legislation 
with regard to the aforesaid churches, con- 
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gregations, and chaplains, such legislation to 
receive the assent of those two bodies before 
it is finally adopted by the General Council, 


(c) It_will have the duty of electing a Statutory 
Rules Board which the Bishop of Calcutta 
will be bound Lo consult before proposing to 
the Governor-General of India in Council 
any alteration in the Statutory Rules or 
giving his concurrence to any alteration in 
them proposed by the Governor-General of 
India m Council; and it will be able through 
that Board to make suggestions for altera- 
tions in those Rules. 


(d) It will have the duty of appointing new Trus- 
tees to the body of Indian Church Trustees, 
and of giving directions, or appointing a 
committee or committees to give directions, 
to the Indian Church Trustees. 


Nofe—'The Indian Church ‘Trusices are a body con. 
cerned with all-Inclia, ay distinct from diocesan, property 
of the Church of India, Burma, and Ceylon—~1.¢., property 
in which both the united Church in the south find the 
northern choceses will be interested. ence it is suitable 
that new trustees should be appointed to it by the General 
Council as here defined, and that the General Council 
should give directions to it, 


(4) The united Church will by provisions in its 
Constitution accord to such congregations (other than 
those of the maintained churches) as consist entirely 
or predominantly of persons brought up in’ the 
Church of England in England, or of persons who 
are accustomed to the use of the services of the 
Book of Common Prayer in the English language, 
the same right of using that Book as is granted by 
Statutory Rules to the congregations of maintained 
churches, 
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Section XII 


ALTERATIONS IN THE CONSTITUTION OF 
THE UNITED CHURCH 


(Draft of the leading provisions to be included in 
Chapter XI, . of the Constitution) 


(A) ALTERATIONS IN THE GOVERNING 
PRINCIPLES OF THE ClluURCH 


The following procedure shall be necessary for the 
making of any alteration in Chapter III. of this 
Constitution, on the Governing Principles of the 
Church : 


(1) The proposal for such an alteration must be 
brought before the Synod by one or more Diocesan 
Councils of the Church, 

(2) The resolution for the alteration must be passed 
by the Synod, 

(3) The resolution so passed must be accepted in 
substantially the same terms by two-thirds of the 
Diocesan Councils. 

(4) If the resolution be so accepted by the Diocesan 
Councils, it must again be considered by the Synod, 
and. passed in substantially the same terms by a three- 
quarters majority of the Synod, 


(B) ALrerations in OTHER Parts OF THE 
ConstITUTION 


The following procedure shall be necessary for the 
making of any alteration in this constitution other than 
one in the Governing Principles of the Church: 

(1) The proposal for such an alteration must be 
brought before the Se a by one or more Diocesan 
Councils of the Church. 

(2) The resolution for the alteration must be passed 
by a two-thirds majority of the Synod. 

(3) The resolution so passed must be ratified by 
two-thirds of the Diocesan Councils of the Church. 
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Srcrion XIV 


FINANCIAL QUESTIONS CONNECTED WITH 
THE UNION 


(The Joint Committee has not been able to examine 
in detail the financial implications of the proposed 
union, and has instructed its Continuation Committee 
1o do so, and to prepare at an carly date a memorandum 
on the subject, and to present that memorandum to the 
authorities of the Churches engaged in the negotiations 
and (through the proper channels) to the Missionary 
Societies which support the work of those Churches 
in the area of the union. 

The Joint Committee, however, secs no reason to 
anticipate that the union, and the changes in organiza- 
tion thereby involved, would throw any large new 
burden on the uniting Churches, or entail requests for 
large special help from abroad.) 


: Srcrion XV 
THE INAUGURATION OF THE UNION 


(A) Tue Avroinrmenr or Bisnors ry Apprrion To 
THE EXISTING Bisttops 





Under the proposals made in Section XVL of this 
Scheme, the dioceses of the united Church will not be 
established till perhaps five years after the inauguration 
of the union, and in any case they would not come into 
existence before the date of union. 

The Joint Committee therefore proposes that the 
bishops who are Lo be consccrated at the inauguration 
of the union should be selected and appointed as 
follows: 
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(a) That the final selection and appointment of 
those bishops be made by a central body 
composed of representatives of the General 
Council of the Church of India, Burma, and 
Ceylon, the General Assembly of the South 
India United Church, and the South India 
Provincial Synod of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church, 


(b) That this central body make its selection from 
lists of names to,be submitted by the central 
authorities of the uniting Churches in the 
area of the union, which they should prepare 
in consultation with the synods and councils 
under them, indicating in their lists the lan- 
guage area or arcas to which each person 
proposed could most appropriately be ap- 
pointed as bishop. 


(B) Tue Acr or [naucuraTion or THE UNron 


The outstanding act which will truly inaugurate the 
union of the Churches will be the partaking of the 
Holy Communion by those assem bled as the ministers 
and members of one Church. 

But there are certain other acts which must first be 
done in order to bring the Church into this condition 
of unity with a completed and united ministry. 

pg er Comunittlee, therefore, suggests the follow- 
ing order of proceedings: 


(1) The bringing solemnly before God of the making 
of union, and asking His blessing upon it. 


This might be done by the laying upon the 
Communion Table by a representative of cach 
of the uniting Churches a signed copy of the 
Constitution of the united Church, after read 
ing the declared assent of his Church thereto ; 
this being followed by prayer by a representa- 
tive of each of the uniting Churches for God's 
acceptance of the union and His blessing 
upon it. 
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(2) Prayers by representatives of the ministries of 
the uniting Churches, asking God lo accept and bless 
the work of the ministry of the united Church, 

(3) Declaration by the existing bishops of their 
assent to the Goyerning Principles and their accept. 
ance of the Constitution of the united Church. 

(4) The consecration of the new hishops. This 
should contain the following six parts: 


(a) The presentation of the bishops-elect to the 
presiding bishop by accredited representa. 
tives of the Churehes to which they have 
previously belonged, who will read resolu. 
tions of the governing bodies of those 
Churches signifying the approval of ther 
appoinument, 

(2) Intercessory prayer, in the form cither of 
exlempore prayer or a short litany. 

(c) The public examination of the bishops-elect, in 
the form of set questions and answers, with 
regard to such matters as their assurance of 
God's call, their faith, their resolve to guard 
the purity of the Church’s faith and morals 
by a due exercise of discipline, and their 
readiness to undertake the duties of a bishop. 

(d) The consecratory prayer, said by the presiding 
bishop, asking God to grant lo the bishops- 
clect the gift of Llis ILoly Spirit to enable 
them rightly to perform the duties of the 
bishop's office. 

(e) The laying on of hands jointly by the presiding 
bishop and at least two other bishops and b 
presbyters of the South India United Church 
and the Wesleyan Church, with or without 
accompanying words, 

(/) The delivery to the bishops who are being 
consecrated of the Bible, Lo set before them 


their duty continually to study and teach the 
Word of God. 


(3) The Communion Service, 


_ Note—The proceedings of pata, (4) may take place afler the 
introductory portion of the Communion Service. 
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Section XVI 


THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE DIOCESES 
OF THE UNITED CHURCH, AND TRANSI- 
TORY PROVISIONS 1N THE CONSTITUTION 


(1) The Joint Committee believes that it is of vital 
importance to the well-being of the united Church that 
territorial dioceses should be established at the earlicst 
possible date, and hopes that the uniting Churches will 
declare their intention that the complete realization of 
this principle shall be effected not later than five years 
after the inauguration of the union. 

(2) Atthesame time it is apparent that the immediate 
establishment of exactly demarcated dioceses in an 
area where the three uniting Churches already possess 
established district synods and councils cannot be at 
once effected without causing great confusion in 
existing financial and administrative arrangements, 
especially since the spheres administered by these 
bodies are in few if any cases co-terminous, 

(3) There are, however, in the area of the united 
Church certain more or less homogeneous groups 
which would naturally grow into territorial dioceses, 
and it is suggested that definite steps should be taken 
to plan for this growth by initiating in such areas, 
immediately upon the final acceptance of the scheme 
of union by the governing bodies of the uniting 
Churches, an interchange of representation on the 
existing administrative bodies, and by establishing in 
each such area a common council with at first merely 
advisory powers. 

(4) Ifthis conception of the growth of the dioceses 
of the united Church be accepted, the new bishops 
appointed at the inauguration of the union should be 
designated for work in particular areas, bul not have 
constitutionally established and rigidly demarcated 
dioceses. The bishop in each such area would at first 
work in conjunction with the existing bishop and the 
chairmen of the synods or councils operating in that 
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area. Duties of supervision in ecclesiastical matters 
would be from the first handed over to him, and the 
amalgamation and correlation of the administrative 
bodies in the area with the fulure Diocesan Council 
would be taken in hand at once by him, to be completed 
during the first five years, 

(5) During this interim period the Synod could be 
composed of all the bishops, and of presbyters and 
laymen clected for the purpose either by the advisor 
diocesan councils (if such should have been formed) 
or by arrangement between the representative bodies 
of the uniting Churches in each diocesan area, 

(6) In connection with these proposals, and possibly 
also for some other matters, certain Transitory Pro. 
visions will have to be included in the Constitution of 
the united Church ; these can be drafted at a later stage, 
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Exptanatory Note on Section IV (C) 


(1) At an early stage of the negotiations for union, 
it was agreed that while the Church of England in 
India as a whole was laking part in them, its southern 
dioceses only should actually be included in the union. 
This decision was made partly on the ground, which 
after 1930 will not obtain, that the Church of England 
in India was under State control, but also on grounds 
which have still the same force as when they were 
first stated—viz.: (i.) that while in South India the 
Churches concerned are preponderatingly Indian in 
membership and have, at any rate among their leaders, 
a keen desire for union, the corresponding Churches 
in North India are at present much more largely 
European in membership and are only beginning to 
look definitely towards union; and (ii) that the 
Christians in South India form a relatively homo- 
geneous group, Dravidian in language and race, which 
is sharply distinguished from the northern group. 

(2) The negotiations having reached a moredeveloped 
stage, the problem has emerged of the relation of the 
proposed united Church in South India to the Church 
of India, Burma, and Ceylon, and that in two ways— 


(a) The southern dioceses of that Church, while 
strongly desiring the union in South India, 
and wishing to be part of the united Church as 
a distinct province of the universal Church, are 
naturally reluctant that that province should 
have no kind of organic connection with the 
northern province of the all-India Church to 
which they have previously belonged. 

(6) The Church of India, Burma, and Ceylon has 
under the Indian Church Act, 1927, undertaken 
certain all-India obligations in respect of the 
maintained churches and their congregations 
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and the chaplains of the Indian Lcelesiastical 
Lstablishment, and it is essential that means 
be found whereby cither the Church of India, 
Burma, and Ceylon as a whole, or the united 
Church as its successor in South India, shall 
be able to fulfil those obligations, 


(3) It has been considered whether these two needs 
could be met by arranging that the Church of India, 
Burma, and Ceylon should as a whole enter into union 
with the South India United Church and the South 
India Province of the Wesleyan Methodist Church, 

This united Church would consist of two provinces, 
the northern province being for the present purely 
Anglican and retaining its present constitution in the 
form of a provincial constitution, while the southern 
province would be, so to speak, a union province and 
would have the constitution outlined in this Scheme, 
The two provinces would have as their link of organic 
union a General Council which might have definite 
legislative authority over the whole Church in respect 
of matters concerning the maintained churches, their 
congregations and the chaplains, and in whose hands 
alone (with the consent of the two provincial councils) 
would lie the powers of alteration of some brief set of 
General Principles of the whole Church, but which 
would have no further authority over the two provinces. 
The Joint Committee feels, however, that this arrange- 
ment would have the appearance and even something 
of the reality, of the absorption of the South India 
United Church and of the Wesleyan Church in South 
India in the Church of India, Burma, and Ceylon, and 
is convineed that it could not be accepted by the 
governing bodies of those Churches. 

(4) A solution of the difficulty which would scem in 
some ways very simple would be that the congregations 
of the maintained churches and the Government chap- 
lains in South India should not be included within the 
scope of the union, but should continue to belong to 
that of the Church of India, Burma, and Ceylon 
which will not be in direct union with the other 
Churches. But apart from the very serious practical 
difficulties of removing these congregations and 
chaplains from the charge of the Bishop of Madras and 
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dealing with them as part of one of the northern 

dioceses, this would be to divide the Church in South 

India racially, and the Joint Committee is convinced 

that this solution has only to be stated to be rejected. 
(5) The solution here put forward is— 


(a) that as the Wesleyan Church in South India will 
by the union lose (only temporarily, it is hoped) its 
organic union with the North India Province of the 
Wesleyan Church in India and with the world-wide 
Wesleyan Church, and as a part of the all-Incia 
Presbyterian Church separated itself from that body 
to become a part of the present South India United 
Church, so the Church of India, Burma, and Ceylon 
should be asked to make this sacrifice of losing its 
organic unity as a temporary measure, it being 
confidently expected that_if the union is successfully 
carried through in the South, a similar union (dis- 
cussion of which has, indeed, already begun) will 
before long be carried enough in the North also, and 
that those two united Churches will then form an all- 
India United Church; and 

(6) that till this happens, the united Church in South 
India, being, as it truly will be, the successor to the 
Church of India, Burma, and Ceylon in South India, 
and in one aspect being that same Church, enriched b 
the union with itself of the South India United Church 
and the Wesleyan Church in South India (as in other 
aspects it will be each of those Churches enriched by 
the union with itself of the other two Churches), should 
accept the duty of fulfilling in South India the obliga- 
tions of the Church of India, Burma, and Ceylon with 
regard to the maintained churches and their congrega- 
tions and the chaplains of the Indian Ecclesiastical 
Establishment, and give full constitutional guarantees 
for its so doing, while such actions in connection with 
these matters as have to be taken directly by an all- 
India authority should be taken by the Metropolitan 
and by a General Council which should have authority 
in those matters and in those only. 

This plan is worked out in detail in Section XII. of 
this Scheme, and the Joint Committee believes that 
such an arrangement would be compatible with the 
wording and not contrary to the real intention of the 
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Indian Church Act. 
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{t might sequire a slight modifica- 
tion of the Statutory Rules, which it is hoped the 
Metropolitan would” be willing to propose to the 
Government of India im Counet. 
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APPENDIX C 


Report or Tuc Eronru Session or THE Joint 
Commirrrr on UNION 


1. The Joint Committee met at Royapettah, Madras, 
from Tuesday, February 26th, to Friday, March 8th, 


1929. 
a The following members were present: 

From the Anglican Church—The Bishops of 
Dornakal (Convener), Madras,and Rangoon, the 
bishop designate of Tinnevelly (Canon F. J. 
Western), the Archdeacon of Madras (Ven. 
G.C, A. Smith), the Archdeacon of Jaffna (Ven. 
I. L, Beven), the Revs. Canon B, H. P. Fisher, 
J. B. Gnanaolivu, J. C. Winslow, P. B. Emmet, 
W. E. Evans, John Samuel, and Mr. John 
Kuriyan. 3 

From the South Indian United Church—The Rev. 
Dr. J. J. Banninga (Convener), the Revs. A. T. 
Foster, J. H. Maclean, W. E. H, Organe, M. 
Peter, V. Santiago, W. Scopes, A. M. Simon, 
H. Sumitra, and Messrs. J. V. Chelliah, Paul 
Daniel, K. T. Paul, B. Samuel, and C. J. Lucas. 

From the Wesleyan Methodist Church—The Rev. 
H. Gulliford (Convener), the Revs. N. G. Pon- 
naiyah, P, Gurushanta, P.S. Rangaramanujam, 
C. H. Monahan, A. O. Brown, I. L. Ananta 
Rao, S. M. Devadoss, I’. C. Sackett, W. H. 
Thorp, W. E. Tomlinson, J. S. M. Hooper, and 
Messrs, S. Gnanapragasam, J. D. Masilamani, 
and W. Jeevaratnam. 

The Revs. R. Lamb and D. S. McClelland were 
also present as visitors representing the Ceylon 
Provincial Synod of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church. 

3. The following officers of the session were ap- 
pointed: 

Chairman: Rev. H. Gulliford. 

Secretary: Dr. J. J. Banninga. 

Minute Secretaries: Revs. N. G. Ponnaiyah and 
F. J. Western. 
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4. Continuation Committee-—At the close of the ses. 
sion, when the proposed Scheme of Union had been 
finally prepared and adopted by the Committee, the 
following Continuation Committee was appointed: 

The Secretary (Rev. Dr. J. J. Banninga); the 
Bishops of Madras and Dornakal and the bishop 


designate of ‘Tinnevelly; Rev. J. II. Maclean, 
Rev. H. Sumitra, and’ Mr. K."T, Paul; Rey, 
FH. Gulliford, Rey. N. G,. Ponnaiyah, and Rey, 


J. S. M. Looper, 
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